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Methods Racial Differences in Marriage Formation

Bivariate and Multivariate Results

Marital expectations by race

Results

Sample Characteristics of Unmarried
Mothers by Race

Influence that marital expectations
and perceived marital benefits have
on later marriage

MarriedBF Married BF Married BF

Odds Ratios Odds Ratios Odds Ratios
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Findings
Both marital expectations and the perceived
benefits of marriage differed significantly by race
This finding is consistent with recent studies that
find that African Americans are generally less

nistic about their chances of establishing a
marital union than whites and Hispanics

Including subjective evaluations about one's
hances of developing a marital union and their
perceptions of the benefits marriage will provide
jid in fact depress racial differences by race

The present study demonstrates that
noneconomic factors can be very useful for
understanding marital behavior

Next Steps/Limitations

The present work provides encouragement for

e [

future archers to further examine how
nonecono factors can be useful in studying
marital behavior

Findings cannot be generalized to women who
are not parents; the sample cannot be generalized
to well-educated, high earning mothers

Other variables not included may influence how
race impact the variables | examined
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